HOW TO GET A LONGER LIFE FROM YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM

USE YOUR GARBAGE DISPOSAL SPAIRINGLY:
Your garbage disposal accounts for 60% to 70% of the solids, fats and grease that
flows into your septic tank. They will clog your pipes and fill your septic tank prematurely.

SPREAD OUT YOUR WASHING MACHINE USAGE:

Washing machines are responsible for large volumes of water entering the septic
tank at one time. The surge of wash water can create heavy loading on the drain field. Space
washings throughout the week rather than doing many loads on one day.

DO NOT POUR COOKING OILS OR GREASE DOWN THE SINK OR TOILET:

Cooking oils and grease are troublemakers. The type of bacteria found in septic
tanks and drain fields do not survive or function well in solidified grease. Grease and
cooking oils should NEVER be washed down the sink drain. Save grease in jars for disposal
in the garbage.

DO NOT FLUSH THE WRONG ITEMS INTO YOUR SYSTEM:

Do not flush baby wipes, paper towels, rags, feminine hygiene products,
disposable diapers, cigarette butts, plastic, coffee grounds or Kitty litter into your
system. These items do not deteriorate and will prematurely fill your tank. Regardless of
packaging claims, DO NOT flush these items into your septic system.

DO NOT FLUSH TOXIC MATERIALS SUCH AS PESTICIDES OR BLEACH INTO THE
SYSTEM:

Using bleach in the laundry kills the good bacteria in your septic system. So does
flushing pesticides down the drain. The good bacteria are necessary for your septic system
to function properly. Also, never flush antibiotics down the drain.

DO NOT USE DRAIN CLEANER:
Less than 1 oz. of drain cleaner kills all the good bacteria in your septic system. The
good bacteria can take months to recover.

NEVER DRIVE OVER NOR PARK ON YOUR DRAINFIELD OR SEPTIC TANK:
Your drain field pipes or tank can be crushed. Compaction of the soil seriously
deteriorates the soils ability to percolate and filter the water.

DO NOT PLANT TREES OR BUSHES OVER THE TANK OR DRAINFIELD:

Roots can crack and damage the drainfield pipes and septic tank. A good rule is to
plant small trees and shrubs at least 5 feet, medium trees at least 15 feet, and large trees at
least 25 feet from the edge of the system.
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